and pouring some of it out into the glass of white wine,
presented it to me, and told me, this was the wine over
which most of the business of the last term had been
dispatched. I must confess, I looked upon that sooty drug,
which he held up in his cruet, as the quintessence of
English Bordeaux, and therefore desired him to give me
a glass of it by itself, which he did with great unwilling-
ness. My cat at that time sat by me upon the elbow of my
chair; and as I did not care for making the experiment
upon myself, I reached it to her to sip of it, which had
like to have cost her her life; for notwithstanding it flung
her at first into freakish tricks, quite contrary to her usual
gravity, in less than a quarter of an hour she fell into
convulsions; and, had it not been a creature more
tenacious of life than any other, would certainly have
died under the operation ...

For my own part, I have resolved hereafter to be very
careful in my liquors ; and have agreed with a friend of
mine in the army, upon their next march, to secure me
two hogsheads of the best stomach-wine in the cellars
of Versailles, for the good of my lucubrations, and the
comfort of my old age.

The Taller.                     Thursday, February 9, 1709.

ADDISON

DRINKS IN THE NEW ATLANTIS
I will not hold you long with recounting of our brew-
houses, bakehouses, and kitchens, where are made divers
drinks, breads, and meats, rare, and of special eifects.